
CLAIMS 

1 1 . A process of identifying and managing applications for use with associated consumer 

2 electronic devices in a home network system, the process for execution by a gateway device 

3 communicatively coupled with each of the electronic devices via a home network, the 

4 gateway device being operative to access the Internet, comprising the steps of: 

5 (a) determining device ID information associated with at least one selected one of 

6 the consumer electronic devices in the home network system; 

7 (b) determining a home network system configuration profile based at least on 

8 said device ID information; j 

9 (c) providing said home network system configuration profile to a selected server 
10 computing system via the Internet; / 

liJl (d) downloading an application from the selected server computing system, the 

12l application being operative to provided/a process associated with said selected electronic 

1;5 devices; and / 

l^C (e) executing said downloaded application at the gateway device to provide a 

lSlfg remote interactive process associated with said selected electronic devices. 



/ 



ik- 2. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 further 

2H comprising a step of determining a bandwidth capacity of the home network, and wherein 

3f said step (b) further includes determining said home network system configuration profile 

Q / 

4 based on said bandwidth capacity. 



1 3. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a user profile for a user of the home network system, and 

3 wherein said step (b) further includes determining said home network system configuration 



4 profile based on said'user profile. 



14. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a history of use of the home network system, and wherein 

3 said step (b) further includes determining said home network system configuration profile 

4 based on said History of use. 
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1 5. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a total storage capacity of memory devices available in the 

3 home network system, and wherein said step (b) further includes determining said home 

4 network system configuration profile based on said total storage capacity. 

1 6. A process of identifying and managing abdications as recited in claim 1 further 

2 comprising a step of determining content decoding capabilities available in the home network 

3 system, and wherein said step (b) further includes determining said home network system 

4 configuration profile based on said content^ecoding capabilities. 

17. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 further 

2 comprising a step of determining security and decryption capabilities available in the home 

3 network system, and wherein said step Ah) further includes determining said home network 
3 system configuration profile based or^said bandwidth capacity. 

F 8. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 wherein said 

|2j step (b) of determining device Iiyinformation associated with the selected devices connected 

;1 with the home network comprises communicating with the selected devices via the home 

! ;4j= network. / 

E 9. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 wherein said 

i SS3 3 / 

2 device ID information associated with each of said selected electronic devices comprises 

3 vendor information indicative of a vendor of the associated device, and model information 

/ 

4 indicative of the model o^ the associated device. 

1 10. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 wherein said 

2 step of downloading an application comprises the steps of: 

3 determining a/search key based on said device ID information; and 

4 querying said server using said search key for an application associated with said 

5 selected devices. / ' 

1 11. A process'of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 wherein said 

2 device ID mforrjaation identifies at least two selected consumer electronic devices in the 

3 home network^ystem, and wherein said downloaded application is a device interplay 
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4 application that is operative to provide synergistic function^itilizing the resources of each of 

5 said selected devices. / 

1 12. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 1 1 wherein 

2 said downloaded application is operative to remotely^ontrol said selected devices. 

1 13. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 12 wherein the 

2 home network provides for communicative coupling between said selected devices in order to 

3 exchange instructions and AV data between^s^^ selected devices. 

1 14. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 12 further 

2 comprising a step (e) of downloading content from the selected server computing system. 

M 15. A process of identifying and^roviding applications associated with consumer 

\J2 electronic devices, the process for ^xecution by a server computing system that is 

|3 communicatively coupled with at/least one client computing system via the Internet, 

; comprising the steps of: / 

receiving a home network system configuration profile from a client computing 
system, the profile includingmevice ID information indicating at least one selected consumer 

TU7 electronic device in a hom^ietwork system; 

;H8 determining a selected application associated with said selected devices based on said 

9 configuration profile; arp 

10 providing said selected application to the client computing system, said application 

1 1 including instructions/executable by the client computing system for providing a process 

12 associated with said selected devices. 

1 16. A process as recited in claim 15 wherein said device ID information comprises vendor 

2 information indicative of the vendor of each of said selected devices, and model information 

3 indicative of the model of each of said selected devices. 

1 17. A process as recited in claim 15 wherein the device ID information further comprises 

2 a serial numbei of each of said selected devices. 
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1 18. A process as recited in claim 1 5 wherein said horrfe network system configuration 

2 profile further comprises information indicating a bandwidth capacity of the home network. 

1 19. A process as recited in claim 1 5 wherein said home network system configuration 

2 profile further comprises information indicating a user profile for a user of the home network 

3 system. / 

1 20. A process as recited in claim 1 5 wherein said home network system configuration 

2 profile further comprises information indicati/g a history of use of the home network system. 

1 21. A process as recited in claim 1 5 wfierein said home network system configuration 

2 profile further comprises information indicating a total storage capacity of memory devices 
u £3 available in the home network system./ 

3 J 

ml 22. A process as recited in claim 1 5 wherein said home network system configuration 

._lZ / 

£2 profile further comprises information indicating content decoding capabilities available in the 

fM3 home network system. / 

: : : / 

..=,1 23. A process as recited in .claim 15 wherein said home network system configuration 

! U2 profile further comprises information indicating security and decryption capabilities available 
in the home network system:/ 

1 24. A process as recited in claim 1 5 wherein the client computer system is 

2 communicatively coupled/ with each of said selected devices, and wherein said selected 

3 application includes instructions executable by the client computing system for remotely 

4 controlling said selectee/ devices. 

1 25. A process as recited in claim 15 wherein said device ID information identifies at least 

2 two selected consumer electronic devices in the home network system, wherein the client 

3 computer system is communicatively coupled with each of said selected devices, and wherein 

4 said selected application is a device interplay application that includes instructions 

5 executable by the client computing system for providing synergistic functions utilizing the 

6 resources of each of said selected devices. 
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1 26. A proces^jPecited in claim 15 wherein said device ID ol^mation identifies at least 

2 two selected consumer electronic devices in the home n^Work system, wherein the client 

3 computing system is a gateway device communicatively coupled with said selected devices 

4 via a home network that enables exchange of instructions and AV data between said selected 

5 devices, and wherein said selected application composes instructions executable by the 

6 gateway device for providing synergistic functions/utilizing the resources of each of said 

7 selected devices. 



1 27. A process as recited in claim 15 further comprising the steps of: 

2 determining selected media content based on said configuration profile; and 

3 providing said selected media content to the client computing system. 

/ 

1 28. A process of identifying and accessing media content for use with associated 

2 consumer electronic devices in a hom^ network system, the process for execution by a 

3 gateway device communicatively co'upled with each of the electronic devices via a home 

4 network, the gateway device being operative to access the Internet, comprising the steps of: 

5 (a) determining device ID information associated with at least one selected one of 

6 the consumer electronic devices in the home network system; 

7 (b) determining a hLome network system configuration profile based at least on 

8 said device ID information; J 

9 (c) providing said home network system configuration profile to a selected server 

10 computing system via the ^Internet; and 

1 1 (d) downloading selected media content from the selected server computing 

12 system. 

1 29. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a bandwidth capacity of the home network, and wherein 

3 said step (b) further includes determining said home network system configuration profile 

4 based on said bandwidth capacity. 

1 30. A process/of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a user profile for a user of the home network system, and 

3 wherein said step (b) further includes determining said home network system configuration 

4 profile based on said user profile. 
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1 31. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a history of use of the home network system, and wherein 

3 said step (b) further includes determining said home network system configuration profile 

4 based on said history of use. 

1 32. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 further 

2 comprising a step of determining a total storage capacity of memory devices available in the 

3 home network system, and wherein said step (b) further includes determining said home 

4 network system configuration profile based on said total storage capacity. 

/ 

1 33. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 further 

2j comprising a step of determining content decoding capabilities available in the home network 

= □ / 

51 system, and wherein said step (b) further includes determining said home network system 

P configuration profile based on said content decoding capabilities. 

IH 34. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 further 

2 comprising a step of determining security and decryption capabilities available in the home 
3^ network system, and wherein said step/(b) further includes determining said home network 

i __ r _, 

1 35. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 wherein 

2 said step (b) of determining devi<ie ID information comprises communicating with the 

3 selected devices via the home network. 

1 36. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 wherein 

2 said device ID information associated with each of said selected electronic devices comprises 

3 vendor information indicative of a vendor of the associated device, and model information 

4 indicative of the model of me associated device. 

1 37. A process of identifying and managing applications as recited in claim 28 wherein 

2 said step of downloading/ selected media content comprises the steps of: 

3 determining a search key based on said device ID information; and 

4 querying said server using said search key for selected media content. 
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